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PIT BULLS: City won court battle
overturned. Other dogs are up
for adoption. About 35 have
Iound new homes, and a group
of 10 was recently transported
to 'Jeunessec, where they were
promised homes.

"She just feels like she's
kct'pillg Gods creatures safe,"
Sonya Dins says of Toni Phil-
lips, Iilas is u member of The
Pit Bull RA.N.O, (Breed Aware-
l1'JS:-;, Not Discrimtuatlon), ~
gl ('UP Oghting the ban in Den-
\"('1": Anderson is Dias' aunt.

Via. dog, Gryfflndor; has
been at Mnriah's Promise tor
months as Dias tries to sell her'
home ill Denver,

People who aren't dog lov-
(\1'$ don't understand the' bond
that builds between canine and
human, says Dlas, who works
ot a mortgage company,

"Plenty of people r work
with say, 'You're going to move
for a dog?' \VeU, yeah,"

MORE MONEY NEEDED
Toni and Mike Phillips haw

been helping dogs since they
stnrted rescuing abandoned
dogs in tho Dallas-Fort Worth
nrcu If) years ago.

"\\'e didn't wake "I' one day
anti. say we're goiug to rescue
dO~8," 'Ioni Phillips says. But
when she became aware of peo-
ple dumping dogs in the couu-
I ryside, sUP began her rescue
efforts. Mike soon followed her
lead. They conl inued their dog,
S~ViHg ways when they moved
I" Missouri ill WD2.

The couple moved to Colo-
rndo in lateW9S. living ill Black
Forest for about six months ue-
[ore moving to Teller County.
Mike funs it sheet-metal compa-
ny in Colorndo :iprin[!s,

The two opened Mariah 'f.!

I'rornise, named a[(01' au aban-
doned puppy they had taken
i!l, hi' September 2tlO~1.Mariah
riipcl of pnrvo virus while lhey
were uegotiaUlig to huy the
lond, The "promise" part of MII-
riah's I'romise is [1 realization,
I'hillips sa),", Lhat they can't
savo everv animal, "but. :In that
we call, \;l' will,"

The snuctunrv doesn't have
l\1I out=ide shelter for housing
rlngs on cold nights in ihe
mountains. Bvfore the wave of
pil bulls, the couple brought in
nil their dogs at night, with all
;ll.l~t'::lgeof 25 dogs sleeping in
llll'il 1,701,l"sqllon;-foot house,
If Ihe pit-bull ban had taken of-
feet in tht? dead of winter; "we
would not have been able to
l nkf> the dogs in," she says.

To rr-mcdy UlIJ problem,
; hey plan 10 build It series of
1()~foot~bv~lt}-ro(lt, climat e-con-
trolled dog houses that Mike
Phillips designed.

U\"{f? were in the process of
Ihat when the pit-bull thing
hit," 'l'oni PhlltipR says.

The tv[nxFund, a Denver 1I0-

kH! shelter; provided seed
mouey for tho project, though
more funding is needed, Toni!
Pbillip«, on advocate or curb ..
iog pet overpopulatiou, also
worked with Maxf'unrl's out-
!flnch program last yen I' to
hold two low-cost spay-nod-
'Ieut.er clinics ill TeU"t' County
She bf.lCtlUl€ involved in the pit
hull i cscue lhl'OUgiJ i\1;(,{Funri.

The ban. which curries U ~

lJo:!lWIt Y p{' Hp to a s,l.OOO lint" r
:Inll H~["al' in jail fur pl:'opie hru
1'0 rill,!}:pH hullEt, til'~t. w'pnl illtn

PIT-S LL FACTS

• "Pit bull" has become a
generic lerm for several breeds
of dogs. though there is disagree'
ment over whelher lhey are in'
deed different breeds. Denver's
ban covers American plt-bull Ier-
riers. American Slallordshi: e ter-
riel'S, Slaffordshire bull terriers
and any dugs displaying most
physical Ira its of any of Ihe5e
breeds.

• Miamf and Cincinnati are
other major U.S.metropolitan
areas thai ban pit bulls A orov-
incewide pit-bun ban recently
look eflee! in Ontario, Canada.

• A study by the Cente; 5 for
Disease Control and Prevention,
the American veterinary Medical
Association and Ihe Humane Sorl-
ety ot lhe Uniled Stales, pub
fished in 2000, found Rotlweilers
and pit-bull types are responsl-
ble for mosl human deaths from
dog bites. The stUdy, however,
noled t"at several fadors alfect
a dog's propensity to bite and
suggesled alternatives to breed'
specitic ordinances.

• Attacks by pit bull, sert-
ouslv injuretilllore than 20 oeo-
pie in Colorado belween 1984
and May 1989, according to infor-
mation all he Denver govern-
ment Web site. Among the vlc-
tims Vias 3-year-old Fernando
Salazar, wilO\'IUSfatally maulEd
by a pit bull in southwest Denver
in October 1986.

• AccordfngtQ ligures trom
th,' American Temperament Tp.st·
ing Society, a nutional nunprblil

I
orqsnizutlon thai promotes uni I
form tempel amenl evaluations

, of dogs, the American pit'bull ter- I
I riel' passed its evaluations 83.4

I
oercent of ih~ time, just behind
the gal en retriever at 816 I
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"ffeel in 1991. Denver suspend-
ed enforcement last veal' after
state lawmakers passed A mC3-

sure prohibitiug breed-specific
bans 011 dogs. After Denver
prevailed in a court b:'11 tlo C'WH'

the state law, it resumed en-
forccrnent or the buu May 9.

"l . rvally thought ,l1puver
would not carry it as fal' us il
has," Toni Phillips says.

A VICIOUS CYCLE
Lauren Fox, executive dirac-

tor of Colorado 8prings. AU
Breed Rescue, says the,!(J OIiP

has gotten numerous calls
from Denver pit-bull owners
seeking refuge for Lhoir dogs.
[Is ability 10 hell' is limiter! -
All BJ'ee(l RElSCHO is n small
group and doesn't have a shol-
ter --- so it refers callers 1.0Ma-
riah's Promise.

"They're the ones really leel-
ing the brunt of it." Fox says,

Fox has on Il-yoai-old {lit
bull, Obsidian, that is " certi-
fled thcnq·y dog. Shl~woi ries

the Denver hun will add to pit
bulls' macho, outlaw reputa-
lion. They'll become more and
more the province of dog own-
ers who don't care about: the
law or about spaying or neuter-
ing and training' their dogs,
That. in turn, wiu lead to more
pit-bull attacks, she fears.

The Denver ordinance says
pit bulls have "a genetic' predis-
position to agrrressiveness."
"They're not born anv dllTerent
thnn 'ony other dog," Pox SU)'S.

Any dog "all pose a danger
if not properly trained and so-
cialized, Toni Phillip' says. The
dogs "t Mariah's Promise, she
says, are loving dogs who were
loyal family pets.

"The <logs being used for
fight.illg and baitlng' and drugs
and ;1.tl that stuf], those dogs
are being kept God knows
whore," The owners of those
dogs, she says. "they're going
to break the law anyway, They
don't give a rip what all ordi-
nance in Denver savs,"

People who sneak pit bulls
out at' Denver arc law-breakers
as well, The law allows for
trnusport of pit bulls through
Denver, but only f1'(I,01 a start-
ing point outside of D,mver.

Although Pias hasn't had
nny enconnters with police

while transporting dogs, ;'il's
still really scary, If you've got il
dog in the car; iL just seems like
every time you do, you pass
like a hundred policemen."

The rescue effort. has
slowed in recent weeks.

"1 guess maybe people have
gotten the dogs out 01' are hid,
ing them," Anderson says,
"We've talked to a lot of people
who say, 'I've got niy shades
drawn, my door locked, and
rill not giving my dog 'up,HI

Tho burden has eased 0.0
those directing the rescue ef-
tort, but the work at Mariah's
Promise is just beg-inning.
Anderson says, 'l'oni anti Mike
Phillips are 'Ieft with housing
anrl feeding the Denver refu-
ge"s and Ilndiug ehern homes.

Anderson pr:"ises Toni Phil-
lips for "walking ni" walk,"

"J know u million people
who talk the talk -. '1 want to
help, I want to do this' - but.
'Ionl does it. She doos it."

CONTACT THE WRITER: 636~0212 or
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'on the Chain' will open audiences
eyes about world of pit-bull fighting
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ens his dog's. teeth until
th\ly're razor-sharp.

"This sport is not hurting
anybody," he says. But the
film is unllinching in its por-
trayal of dog fighting's ravog'
es, including one pit buU with
much of its lace ripped off.

The frglJts C30 lost minutes
01' hOllI'S,. The fight scenes ill
"Off tlie Ohain" ar .• mercifully
short 'fol' th'!'1l10St'P3I't, but
still ,lel;vel: ~ bhltal lJlmch,

"Off the Ohiiih'Ialso offers
a history of the American pit-
bull terrlel; once hailed as
America'S fmnUy dog for its
devotion and Intelligence, The
film contrasts the dog-fighting
world with responsible dog
ownersarid th~ pit bulls they
love; it blames humans (01' the
pit beIH's" transfOl'mntioll ill
the eyes of mul,lY from lOynl
friend to public enemy. Which-
ever side you're 011, the video
is sure to engender some sym-
pathy for the dogs,

The DVD can be ordered
online at www.offthechain-
movie.corn (01' $14,95.
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"Off'the Chain," a documen-
tary just released 011 DVD by
Ardustrv Home Entertaln-
ment, casts a spotlight into
dark corners to profile the

I world of pit-bull fighting,
It's no surprise that it's a

- world that's bloody and ho:rl'il~
ic, What is ~yc"liP<;\nillg is the
attitude of Lh!! owners .and
trainers who
participate in REVIEW
what they call
a sport and
what others see as a betrayal
of mall'S bestIrlend.

Director Bobby J, Brown
speut three years inflltrating
the S~lbclllt(lre. and gaihiug
the trust -of the professional
"dog men.' trilby profess a
love for their dogs, ~uL that
love seems to last only as long
as their dogs don't "disgrace"
them. Anti that love is ex-
pressed by sending the dogs
to butcher or be butchered,

One of tbe dog men sharp-
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